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FAMILY 
VALUES
IN 2019 

W W W . M A I N E F A M I L Y P L A N N I N G . O R G /
G E T - I N V O L V E D / P O L I C Y

A N  A C T  T O  P R E V E N T  D I S C R I M I N A T I O N  I N  P U B L I C  &  

P R I V A T E  I N S U R A N C E  C O V E R A G E  F O R  P R E G N A N T  W O M E N  

Maine Family Planning strives to empower Mainers to create & 

raise the families they envision. We’re focusing on bills that 

expand & improve access to reproductive health care, including 

abortion, &  proposals that strengthen Maine families, increase 

economic security, bolster public health, &  improve day-to-day 

life for ALL our neighbors. 

Requires public & private insurance providers to cover the full 

range of pregnancy-related health care, including abortion 

care. Access to safe & legal health care services, including 

abortion care, should not depend on how much money you 

make or what type of insurance coverage you have.

A N  A C T  T O  F A C I L I T A T E  A C C E S S  T O  T H E  

M A I N E C A R E  F A M I L Y  P L A N N I N G  B E N E F I T

A N  A C T  T O  U P D A T E  T H E  F A M I L Y  P L A N N I N G  S T A T U T E

- A N  A C T  T O  P R O H I B I T  A B O R T I O N  A F T E R  T H E  
D E T E C T I O N  O F  A  F E T A L  H E A R T B E A T

- A N  A C T  T O  R E S T R I C T  T H E  T E R M I N A T I O N  
O F  A  P R E G N A N C Y  A F T E R  A  

F E T A L  H E A R T B E A T  I S  D E T E C T E D

A N  A C T  T O  C O N T I N U E  M A I N E C A R E  C O V E R A G E  
F O R  P A R E N T S  D U R I N G  T H E  R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  
A N D  R E U N I F I C A T I O N  P R O C E S S

Makes it easier for people to enroll in the MaineCare family 

planning benefit by providing for presumptive eligibility & 

automatic enrollment for people losing full MaineCare 

benefits. This will help uninsured & underinsured people 

access critical reproductive health care services, for free.

Would prohibit abortion as early as six weeks, in clear 

violation of Roe v. Wade & the Constitution. 

Maine Family Planning will strongly oppose these extreme 

bills, which would effectively outlaw abortion entirely.

Modernizes definitions of reproductive & sexual 

health care & recognizes the independent authority 

of advance practice registered nurses to provide 

reproductive health care. Public health law should be 

informed by science & medical experts.

Allows parents to continue health care coverage while they 

are attempting to regain custody of their children. Maine 

has higher than average rates of children placed in state 

care. Maine Family Planning supports legislation that seeks 

to resource vulnerable families so that loving parents have 

a chance at raising children in safety & with security.



W W W . M A I N E F A M I L Y P L A N N I N G . O R G /
G E T - I N V O L V E D / P O L I C Y

A N  A C T  T O  E N S U R E  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  A C C E S S  T O  M E N S T R U A L  

P R O D U C T S  I N  A L L  M A I N E ' S  C O R R E C T I O N A L  F A C I L I T I E S

-  A N  A C T  T O  P R O V I D E  A  S A L E S  T A X  E X E M P T I O N  

F O R  F E M I N I N E  H Y G I E N E  P R O D U C T S

-  A N  A C T  T O  S U P P O R T  M A I N E  F A M I L I E S  T H R O U G H  

A  S A L E S  T A X  E X E M P T I O N  O N  D I A P E R S

-  A N  A C T  T O  E S T A B L I S H  T H E  P E R M A N E N T  C O M M I S S I O N  O N  T H E   
  S T A T U S  O F  R A C I A L  A N D  E T H N I C  P O P U L A T I O N S
-  A N  A C T  T O  P R O H I B I T  P R O F I L I N G  B Y  L A W  E N F O R C E M E N T  O F F I C E R S

A N  A C T  T O  P R O H I B I T  T H E  P R O V I S I O N  O F  C O N V E R S I O N  
T H E R A P Y  T O  M I N O R S  B Y  C E R T A I N  L I C E N S E D  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

A N  A C T  T O  A L L O W  C O U R T  A N D  C O N V I C T I O N  R E C O R D S  O F  
V I C T I M S  O F  S E X U A L  E X P L O I T A T I O N  A N D  S E X  T R A F F I C K I N G  
T O  B E  V A C A T E D

AN ACT TO ALLOW FOR THE SALE OF NON-PRESCRIPTION 

DRUGS THROUGH VENDING MACHINES

Allows for the sale of emergency contraception via 

vending machines. We believe all forms of birth 

control should be conveniently accessible.

- AN ACT TO SUPPOT HEALTHY MOTHERS & HEALTHY BABIES

- AN ACT TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF INFANTS AFFECTED BY NAS

- RESOLVE TO REDUCE THE INCIDENCE OF INFANTS EXPOSED TO ILLEGAL SUBSTANCES

- AN ACT RELATING TO THE PREVENTION & MANAGEMENT OF NAS

These bills all seek to address the increasing incidence of babies born exposed 

to opiates. Maine Family Planning will support legislation that recognizes the 

needs of Mainers who are struggling with addiction & are pregnant or at risk of 

unintended pregnancy. We will oppose any legislation that seeks to punish 

anyone for becoming pregnant while experiencing addiction & will work to bring 

science-based information to this challenging issue.

Makes menstrual products available at no charge in 

correctional settings for those who need them. 

Incarcerated Mainers do not give up their right to 

health & dignity at the prison door.

For some families, tampons, pads & diapers 

are prohibitively expensive. Eliminating the sales tax on 

such items would leave more money in the pockets 

of low-income women, LGBTQ+ folks & families.

Creates a pathway for survivors of sex trafficking & sexual 

exploitation to have criminal convictions vacated. 

Maine Family Planning fully supports policy changes 

that make it possible for survivors of gender-based 

violence to build thriving futures, beyond shame & stigma.

Racial justice is essential to reproductive justice. To 

create the conditions in which people can raise children in 

safety, health & dignity, we must tackle the root causes 

& consequences of systemic racism.

Bars mental health professionals from working to change 

sexual orientation or gender identity. Such practices 

lack scientific credibility, are widely denounced by 

medical professionals & are detrimental to 

LGBTQ+ individuals – particularly young people.

 .



-  A N  A C T  T O  S U P P O R T  H E A L T H Y  W O R K P L A C E S  A N D  H E A L T H Y  F A M I L I E S  

  B Y  P R O V I D I N G  E A R N E D  P A I D  S I C K  L E A V E  T O  C E R T A I N  E M P L O Y E E S

-  A N  A C T  T O  P R O V I D E  E C O N O M I C  S E C U R I T Y  T O  M A I N E  F A M I L I E S  

  T H R O U G H  T H E  C R E A T I O N  O F  A  P A I D  F A M I L Y  M E D I C A L  L E A V E  S Y S T E M

A N  A C T  T O  E S T A B L I S H  T H E  C R I M E  O F  E N D A N G E R I N G  T H E  W E L F A R E  O F  

A  C H I L D  B Y  T R A N S M I T T I N G  I L L E G A L  D R U G S  T H R O U G H  B R E A S T  M I L K

A N  A C T  T O  P R O H I B I T  T H E  D I S S E M I N A T I O N  O F  
O B S C E N E  M A T E R I A L  B Y  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S

AN ACT TO ENACT RESTRICTIONS ON THE PERFORMANCE OF 

PELVICE EXAMS WHILE THE PATIENT IS UNDER ANESTHESIA

 

Requires specific consent for medical professionals & 

students to perform pelvic exams. Maine Family Planning 

defends patients' rights to full information & 

bodily autonomy. Explicit consent within medical 

settings is of the utmost importance.

- AN ACT TO RESTORE SERVICES TO HELP NEW RESIDENTS MEET BASIC NEEDS

- AN ACT TO PROTECT THE LIBERTY OF IMMIGRANTS & ASYLUM SEEKERS IN MAINE

Immigrant justice is essential to reproductive justice. Maine Family Planning 

supports efforts to assist immigrants, refugees & asylum seekers in our state. 

Not to do so is anti-poor & risks increasing health disparities along lines of race 

& citizenship, as well as driving public health crises at a time when our system 

is stretched thin.

These pro-family bills would give workers necessary paid time off to care for 

ourselves, our children & our loved ones during times of illness & major life 

transitions. People should never have to choose between wellness or a paycheck.

Would create an element of Maine's criminal code that specifically 

targets vulnerable mothers struggling with substance use. 

We know the rhetoric around substance use—particularly 

while pregnant or parenting young children—causes women 

who use drugs to feel isolated & ashamed to seek help. 

The criminalization of a disease inflicts even further harm, 

eroding trust & increasing barriers to care. We must 

reject narrow-minded, punitive approaches to dealing with 

 substance use in Maine.

Removes public schools from the institutional exceptions to 

the law prohibiting the dissemination of obscene material to 

minors. Maine Family Planning is concerned about the 

restrictions on learning & teaching, including implications for 

the teaching of sexuality education in our state's public 

schools. We will oppose such measures. 

Join us in advancing a public policy 

agenda for Maine that promotes 

true family values, grounded in 

science & compassion.

A N  A C T  T O  C R E A T E  A  C O M M I S S I O N  T O  S T U D Y  T H E  F E A S I B I L I T Y  O F  
B A S I C  E C O N O M I C  S E C U R I T Y  F O R  A L L  M A I N E  P E O P L E

Resolve will establish a Basic Economic Security 

Commission to facilitate a feasibility study of unconditional 

cash transfer program, which can increase the number of 

Maine people who have basic economic security. Maine 

Family Planning supports innovative efforts that put power & 

resources in the hands of vulnerable communities.


