Queering Consent
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What does consent mean to
you?
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What does consent mean to
you?

® Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.


https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=V29yZENsb3Vk
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjE4SzI3WVp3R3l4UFh3NzJRY3hMU0VqYkdOZFJqVHRXMzlTaWF2Y0dCUktvIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6IlNMSURFU19BUEk1Mjc5MDg0ODBfMCJ9

... permission to do something or an agreement for something to happen.

... something to practice every day, in all parts of our lives.

... something that must be obtained before engaging in any sexual
activity.

... something that can be withdrawn at any point.


https://www.nsvrc.org/publications/its-time-talk-about-consent
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What affects someone’s ability
to consent?
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What affects someone's
ability to give consent?

® Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.


https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=T3BlblRleHQ%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjE4SzI3WVp3R3l4UFh3NzJRY3hMU0VqYkdOZFJqVHRXMzlTaWF2Y0dCUktvIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6IlNMSURFU19BUEkxMDI0OTE3MzA2XzAifQ%3D%3D

Consent is affected by POWER!

Power ecoming
from the value
that our society
gives to certain
identities over
others.

*




Power ecoming
from the value
that our society
gives to certain
identities over
others.
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Consent is affected by POWER!

Example: Being a
cis-man is more
highly valued than
being a woman, or

being trans.
Therefor, cis-men

have more power.
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Example: Being a
cis-man is more
highly valued than
being a woman, or
being trans.
Therefor, cis-men

have more power.

Consent is affected by POWER!

Therefor, power
and identity affect
consent,
communication,
and relationship

dynamics.




Power ecoming
from the value
that our society
gives to certain
identities over

others.

3

\

LN

e i

Example: Being a
cis-man is more
highly valued than
being a woman, or
being trans.
Therefor, cis-men

have more power.

Consent is affected by POWER!

Therefor, power
and identity affect
consent,
communication,
and relationship

dynamics.

Although we're
going to be use
queerness a lens
for exploring these
factors, keepin
mind that all
identities are

intersectional!




The Gender Unicorn  TsEr

R Gender ldentity
O Female /Woman /Girl
Male /Man /Boy
Other Gender(s)

Feminine
Masculine
Other

g Sex Assigned at Birth

Female Male Other/Intersex

@ Physically Attracted to
Women
Men
Other Gender(s)

To learn more, go to:
RS S e Oeeeeeeee——(—— \\/OTEN
O (ther Gender(s)
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Maine Integrated
Youth Health Survey
High school-level data from the 2019 Maine Integrated Youth Health Survey Maoe Deptoncn of Eccagy e
13.6% Sexual Orientation Gender Identity
of Maine high school o 1.6%

Fy . of students i i
students identify as identify as of Melnaibigh
LGBT ut 7 i either students

GBT (about 7,500) gay/lesbian, s
or bisexual. < transgender.
That's nearly 1in 7 students.
@

B Heterosexual (83.2%)

B Gay/Lesbian (2.8%) I Transgender (1.6%) M Cisgender (95.4%)

[ Bisexual (9.6%) Not sure (1.6%)

Not Sure (4.4%) Did not understand question (1.4%)

LGBT students experience more violence and discrimination at school, at home,
and in the community.
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LGBT students are more likely LGBT students are more likely to experience
LGBT students are twice as likely to to be bullied at school (in the offensive comments or attacks at/on the way
feel unsafe at school. past 12 months). to school because of:
their perceived sexual their gender expression
orientation

0 0,

Non-LGBT  12% Non-LGBT 21% 4% 8%



LGBT students are |less likely to have support from adults, and more likely to

experience violence.

Non-LGBT

® ] Parents help me
?1 succeed
¢

@ ® Family provides love
“ and support

e Support from adults

other than parents

| feel | matter to

00
0"’0 my community

W LGBT

I
&

I 2%

53%

60%

LGBT students are significantly

® more likely to say that violence
’ o in their home or the threat of
5% .;\_— violence made them consider
S0 1 leaving home.

Non-LGBT 18%

83%

LGBT students are three
hm times more likely to .
C have been forced to _ 31%
have sexual contactin  [Non*|
their lifetime. Leet 9%

A LGBT students are twice as likely to have four or more adverse

childhood experiences* (LGBT: 44% vs Non-LGBT: 18%).

*For more information see Adverse Childhood Experience infographic at: https://data.mainepublichealth.gov/miyhs/files/Snapshot/2017ACEsMIYHSInfographic.pdf

LGBT students face many challenges and fewer supports.
Their mental health outcomes are significantly worse.

LGBT students are more than
twice as likely to feel sad or
hopeless (for two or more weeks
in the past year).

’ 64%

LGBT 27%

Nearly half of LGBT students LGBT students are nearly four
have long-term emotional or times more likely to have
behavioral problems expected seriously considered suicide
to last 6 months or more. in the past year.

Non-

LGeT 15%

41% 12%

2,800 LGBT students
' LGBT Non-LGBT
B IL 1y seriousty considered -
suicide in the past Considered

year. That's enough to suicide

() o fill 58 school buses.
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Maine Integrated

Health Disparities faced by i

Transgender Youth in Maine S5

High school-level questions from the 2017 Maine Integrated Youth Health Survey

*Transgender (trans): those who identify with a gender other than the one they were assigned at birth.
**Cisgender: those whose identify with the gender they were assigned at birth.

‘ 0 Transgender iio% %h |
i i students experience .6% of high schoo|
Of Malne hlgh health disparities -- students say they are not
1.5% school students = differences linked to sure if they are
identify as social disadvantage, transgender.
such as a history of Their health risks
transgender* S uslon of are similar to
discrimination. transgender
T (More than 800 students) ’ students.
Transgender students are more "
. likely to experience physical, ] H 2 rans
Violence emotional, and sexual violence IN £ students
compared to cisgender** students. Have been bullied on school property

(vs 1 in 5 cisgender)

25% of trans students: ] in3 5 T &@Z @Z &92

Have been threatened or injured with a

c Have dated someone who weapon in the past year (vs 1 in 10 cisgender)

physically hurt them on purpose
(vs 8% of cisgender)

c Were forced to have sexual contact = trans
(vs 4% of cisgender) In students

Skipped school because they felt unsafe in
the past month (vs 1 in 20 cisgender)



USING COERCION
& THREATS
making and/or carrying out
threats to do something to
harmm you e threatening to
leave or commit suicide
edriving recklessly to frighten
you e threatening to “out”
USING youethreatening others

ECONOMIC ABUSE who are important to
you e stalking you
preventing you from getting
or keeping a job e making you
ask for money e interfering with
work or school e using your
credit cards without pemission/
stealing your identity

USING PRIVILEGE
treating you like a servant

e making all the big decisions
 being the one to define each
partner’s roles or duties in the
relationship e using privilege or
ability to “pass™ to discredit
you, put you in danger, cut off
your access to resources
or use the system

against you pressuring you to be

sexual when you don't
want to e unwanted or
uncomfortable touching
e not respecting your body
enot respecting boundaries
enot respecting “safe” words
e freats partner like
an object

USING ISOLATION
controlling what you do, who
you see or talk to e limiting your
outside activities e using jealosy to
control you e making you account
for your whereabouts e saying
no one will believe you about
the abuse, especially not if
you are leshian, gay
bisexual or trans

e controlling your
right to use LGBT,
space

putting you down
e calling you names
e humiliating you e playing
mind games e questioning if
you are a “real” lesbian, “real” gay
man, “real” man or woman, “real”
femme or butch, etc. e reinforcing
internalized homophobia, biphobia,
and/or transphobia

USING INTIMIDATION
& PHYSICAL ABUSE
making you afraid by using looks,
gestures or actions e smashing

things e displaying weapons
e holding you against your will

DENYING, e pushing, choking, tripping,
MINIMIZING hitting, pulling hair,
& BLAMING pinching, etc.

making light of the
abuse e saying it didn't
happen e shifting
responsibility for abusive
behavior e saying it's your fault,
you deserved it e accusing you of
“mutual abuse” e saying women
can’t abuse women/men can't
abuse men e saying it's
just “fighting,” not
abuse




Questions?




Examplel

Alex is a high school student from lowa. They moved
here last summer and recently started seeing Jamie, a
young professional from Maine. Alex has had a hard
time making friends since moving, and even though g% \
Jamie doesn't always listen to what Alex wants, he
makes them feel seen, respected and is helping to pay
o for Alex's rent. Alex feels like the pros outweigh the
cons.

What are the power dynamics to be aware of here?
How could you best be supporting Alex?



Fast Forward

Jamie is not letting Alex go anywhere without him.

Jamie gets extremely jealous when Alex speaks to

anyone else, tells Alex they are a bad partner for

thinking Jamie isn't enough for them, and that Jamie is §§

just acting this way because he loves them. When Alex
tries to break up with Jamie, Jamie threatens to stop
paying their rent and tells Alex they'll be out on the

street.

~
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Given the way this has escalated, how can you be
supporting Alex now?




Extensive community networks are not always available to
queer youth.

Older queer folks sometimes “mentor” or support younger
queer folks; in healthy and unhealthy ways.




Example 2

Gia has been dating Mike for 2 years. Mike says he is ok
with dating a trans girl, as long as she keeps it private.

He told her she couldn't "act trans” around his family or

friends. Gia has some great, supportive friends in the
trans community, but he doesn't want her hanging

around them either, in case anyone sees. Gia's family

stopped talking to her when she came out as trans, so
she just feels luckily to have a partner and his family,

even if she can't be out around them.

What are some of the barriers for Gia that a cisgender person
might not face?



Key Points

Support systems may look different for queer youth.

Power and control tactics can look different in non-cishet
relationships.




Example 3

Cam has been hooking up with Eric for a few months.
Eric has had multiple boyfriends, while this is Cam’s first
experience dating. Eric doesn’t always respect Cam’s
body, or how he feels about being touched in certain
places or in certain ways. It makes Cam feel

uncomfortable, and can sometimes trigger feelings of
dysphoria. He tries to tell Eric about it, but Eric says that
he has more experience hooking up with people, that
“this is just how gay men have sex”, and Cam should just
3y get used to it.

What are the dynamics to be aware of? What are
some ways you could support Cam?



There is a LACK of available and accurate LGBTQ+ sex education

information; so oftentimes knowledge is being passed on through
relationships.

Consent is not a “one size fits all”.




Questions? \



How can you change your current
practices/curricula/behaviors to
reflect what we've talked about
today?

Are there barriers to making
those changes? If so, how do you
plan on overcoming them?




Use inclusive

Have a plan in Seek out and
La_nguage'the WI_:\QLE place for if a engage in ongoing
tlrge yog rglteac |fng student discloses education for
about bodies, sate to you. yourself and for

sex, consent, etc. your colleagues.



Through These
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1-800-537-6066

@ttdteen @sarssm_edu

SEXUAL ASSAULT
RESPONSE SERVICES
OF SOUTHERN MAINE

Sexual Assault Helpline:
1-800-871-7741
free | private | 24/7
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